
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH756 March 3, 1998
H. Con. Res. 203: Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr.

ENGLISH of Pennsylvania, Mr. DOYLE, Mrs.
THURMAN, and Mr. KANJORSKI.

H. Con. Res. 210: Mr. DAVIS of Florida.
H. Con. Res. 211: Mr. BOSWELL, Mr.

REDMOND, Mr. MCCOLLUM, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
SNOWBARGER, and Mr. PORTER.

H. Res. 16: Ms. SANCHEZ.
H. Res. 212: Mr. BACHUS, Mr. BARRETT of

Wisconsin, Mr. BEREUTER, Mr. BRYANT, Mr.
CLYBURN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. FROST, Mrs.
KELLY, Ms. KILPATRICK, Ms. HARMAN, Ms.
LOFGREN, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. NETHERCUTT,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. RUSH, and Mr. TAY-
LOR of North Carolina.

H. Res. 304: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska.
H. Res. 361: Mr. ROHRABACHER.

f

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 4 of rule XXII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows:

H.R. 2495: Mr. WATT of North Carolina.

f

DISCHARGE PETITIONS—
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS

On February 25, 1998, the following
Member added his name to the follow-
ing discharge petition:

Petition 1 by Mr. YATES on H. Res. 141:
GEORGE E. BROWN, JR.

f

AMENDMENTS

Under clause 6 of rule XXIII, pro-
posed amendments were submitted as
follows:

H.R. 856

OFFERED BY: MR. SERRANO

AMENDMENT NO. 2: In section 5(a), add at
the end the following paragraph:

(3) UNITED STATES CITIZENS BORN IN PUERTO
RICO ELIGIBLE TO VOTE.—Notwithstanding
paragraphs (1) and (2), an individual residing
outside of Puerto Rico shall be eligible to
vote in the referenda held under this Act if
that individual—

(A) is a United States citizen because of
that individual’s birth in Puerto Rico; and

(B) would be eligible to vote in such
referenda but for that individual’s residency
outside of Puerto Rico.

H.R. 856

OFFERED BY: MR. SOLOMON

AMENDMENT NO. 3: At the end of section 2,
add the following paragraph:

(16) In 1996, the United States House of
Representatives overwhelmingly declared
that ‘‘the official language of the Federal
Government is English’’. According to the
1990 United States Census, less than 24 per-
cent of the citizens of Puerto Rico speak
English fluently. The enhancement of
English as the official language of Puerto
Rico is consistent not only with this state-
ment of policy, but also with the preserva-
tion of our Nation’s unity in diversity and
the prevention of divisions along linguistic
lines. Proficiency in the English language is
necessary for all citizens to enjoy the full
rights and benefits of their citizenship as
guaranteed by the Constitution and to con-
tribute most effectively to the Nation in all
aspects. Conducting the business of Federal
and State governments in English is the best
way to promote efficiency and fairness to
every citizen. Only proficiency in English
can provide all Americans the enjoyment of
the rights and benefits of full participation
in the American economy and union.

Strike subsection (b) of section 3 and in-
sert the following new subsection:

(b) OFFICIAL LANGUAGE.—The official lan-
guage of the Federal Government is English.
The legislature of Puerto Rico has estab-
lished a bilingual policy by making both
Spanish and English official languages of
Puerto Rico, but has continued to operate its
government solely in Spanish, as the major-
ity of the people in Puerto Rico are not pro-
ficient in English. In the event that the
referenda held under this Act results in ap-
proval of a request to Congress that Puerto
Rico be admitted to the Union as a State and
the Congress approves such statehood,
English will be the sole official language of
all Federal Government activities in Puerto
Rico and, unless otherwise provided by gen-
erally applicable Federal law, all commu-
nications with the Federal Government by
the Government or people of Puerto Rico
will be in English. This Act, the procedures
authorized by this Act, and the possible ac-
cession of Puerto Rico to statehood do not
create or alter any rights of a person to gov-
ernment services in languages other than
English.

In section 4(a), strike paragraph (7) of sub-
paragraph C of the referendum language and
insert the following new paragraph:

‘‘(7) English is the official language of all
business and communication of the Federal
Government of the United States and all
communications with the Federal Govern-
ment will be in English unless generally ap-
plicable Federal law provides otherwise.
Puerto Rico, as a State, promotes English as
the official language of the State govern-
ment, courts, and agencies. English is the
language of instruction in public schools.’’.

Strike subparagraph (C) of section 4(b)(1)
and insert the following new subparagraph:

(C) Additionally, in the event of a vote in
favor of United States sovereignty leading to
statehood, the President shall include in the
transition plan provided for in this Act that
the Federal and State governments imple-
ment programs and incentives to promote
the acquisition and usage of English by the
citizens of Puerto Rico, including but not
limited to, teaching in English in public
schools, the availability of fellowships and
scholarships to increase the opportunities of
the people of Puerto Rico to learn to speak,
read, write, and understand English, and the
provision of educational instruction in
English to persons not in schools.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 4: Strike section 2 and re-
designate the succeeding sections accord-
ingly.

In section 1(b), in the table of contents,
strike the item relating to section 2 and re-
designate the succeeding items accordingly.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 5: In section 2, in para-
graph (2), strike ‘‘Consistent with establish-
ment of United States nationality for inhab-
itants of Puerto Rico under the Treaty of
Paris,’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 6: In section 2(3), strike
‘‘including’’ and insert ‘‘and’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 7: In the first sentence of
section 2(4), insert ‘‘to be approved by the
people of Puerto Rico,’’ after ‘‘constitution’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 8: In the last sentence of
section 2(4)—

(1) strike ‘‘remains an unincorporated ter-
ritory and’’; and

(2) insert before the period the following: ‘‘,
instead the Commonwealth has a unique re-
lationship based on a bilateral compact’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 9: In the second sentence
of section 2(5), strike ‘‘the territory’’ and in-
sert ‘‘Puerto Rico’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 10: In the first sentence of
section 2(7)—

(1) insert ‘‘per curiam’’ and ‘‘The’’;
(2) strike ‘‘651) confirmed’’ and insert ‘‘651)

expressed’’; and
(3) strike ‘‘Constitution; and’’ and insert

‘‘Constitution on matters of Federal pro-
grams; nevertheless’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 11: In the last sentence of
section 2(7), strike ‘‘status which is’’ and all
that follows through the period and insert
the following: ‘‘status. However, the United
States Supreme Court has never directly ad-
dressed the nature of the political status of
Puerto Rico.’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 12: In section 2(10), strike
the second sentence.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 13: In section 2(14), strike
‘‘United States citizens live in the islands of
Puerto Rico, which’’ and insert ‘‘Puerto
Ricans who are United States citizens’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 14: In section 2(15), strike
‘‘status’’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod and insert ‘‘status essentially consistent
with United Nations Resolution 1541(XV).’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 15: In section 3(a), strike
‘‘the people of the territory’’ and insert
‘‘Puerto Ricans.’’.

H.R. 856
OFFERED BY: MR. GUTIERREZ

AMENDMENT NO. 16: In section 3, redesig-
nate subsection (b) as subsection (c) and in-
sert after subsection (a) the following:

(b) NONRESIDENT PUERTO RICANS.—(1) A
substantial number of the Puerto Rican peo-
ple reside outside of Puerto Rico, mostly in
the several States.

(2) During any year, a large number of
Puerto Ricans live in one of the several
States for part of the year and in Puerto
Rico for part of the year.

(3) Since the referenda held under this Act
may lead to a final disposition of the politi-
cal status of Puerto Rico, it is of the utmost
importance that Puerto Ricans who are
United States citizens residing outside of
Puerto Rico be permitted to vote in such
referenda.

(4) Congress recognizes the right of Puerto
Ricans residing outside of Puerto Rico to
vote in any referenda held under this Act
and requests that the Electoral Commission
of Puerto Rico to devise methods and proce-
dures for such Puerto Ricans (including
those who were born in Puerto Rico or who
have at least one parent who was born in
Puerto Rico) to register for and vote in
absentia in any referenda held under this
Act.

(5) Congress authorizes and encourages all
State governments and Federal agencies to
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